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R 291420Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9457 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
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AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

SECRET JIDDA 5987 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SO, US 

SUB J : ARMS FOR SOMALIA 

REF: (A) JIDDA 5887, (B) STATE 195953 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH AMB ON AUG 28, FOREIGN 
MINISTER SAUDI TOOK STRONG EXCEPTION TO USG DECISION 
TO DELAY IMPLEMENTATION OF PROGRAM TO SUPPLY MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT TO SOMALIA. SAUD SAID THAT PURPOSE OF 
SECRET 

SECRET 
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THIS MILITARY SUPPLY PROGRAM IS TO COUNTERACT 
SOVIET INFLUENCE IN AFRICA AND THAT ARMS FROM THE 
UNITED STATES WOULD HAVE A SIGNIFICANT SYMBOLIC 
IMPORTANCE. FOR THE USG TO ANNOUNCE PUBLICLY 
A DECISION TO SUPPLY ARMS TO SOMALIA AND THEN TO 
APPEAR TO REVERSE THIS DECISION WOULD HAVE A NEGATIVE 
SYMBOLIC EFFECT AND WOULD BE CONTRARY TO BOTH USG 
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AND SAUDI INTERSTS IN THE REGION. 

2. SAUD ADDED THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ARMS 
SUPPLY PROGRAM WOULD NOT ALTER THE PROBLEM OF THE 
OGADEN WHICH IS A LONG-STANDING CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE 
BETWEEN SOMALIA AND ETHIOPIA. HE SAID THAT HE COULD 
NOT UNDERSTAND THE UNITED STATES POSITION AND COULD 
NOT BELIEVE THAT THE USG IS "AFRAID OF ETHIOPIA." 

3. SAUD ALSO SAID THAT SAG HAD A GUARANTEE FROM THE 
SOMALIS THAT THEY HAVE NO DESIGNS ON KENYA. 

WEST 


SECRET 


NNN 
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